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Greetings: 

We’re off again and really buzzing. Yesterday this little College 
of yours began its fourth year as a training base for the United States 
Navy and by Monday morning, if your ears are sharp enough, you will be 
able to hear the bugle calls that will again ring over the campus after 
being silent for just one month. The first group of men assigned to 
the Navy Academic Refresher Unit the College is now operating arrived 
yesterday--215 of them from all parts of the country and all of them 
after service with the Fleet or at shore stations. Tomorrow 103 others 
will come aboard from Monmouth College in Illinois where Navy training 
has been discontinued. We expect to have this program—which prepares 
prospective Navy pilots for pre-flight schools--for the next year. 

Navy offices have been established in the west wing of the Admin¬ 
istration building, using the room in which many of you fellows heard 
Dr. Stine, and before him Dr. Haas, hold forth in discussions of philo¬ 
sophy and ethics. For you fellows who date your Muhlenberg days before 
1937, it’s the room in which the Haas cheering section once' held forth. 
Quite an ethical place for the Navy offices--pardon us, we know that’s 
plain Lehigh County corn. 

Just three years ago, in the Spring of 1942, the first Navy train¬ 
ing unit came aboard. Some of you will recall it was the group of 
Naval Aviation Cadets. The program remained here, and under our juris¬ 
diction at Moravian College, for two years. Then, in July 1943 the 
Navy V-12 unit arrived for a two-year stay on the campus. 

The other big news around here these days is that the Loyalty Fund 
closed with a bang. When the auditors checked the books on July 20 and 
closed them for the year we reached $10,258.89--the gift of 1512 gradu¬ 
ates and former students. That is the biggest Alumni Fund on the books 
at Muhlenberg--more than $3,000 above last year’s peak. What’s more i 
that last yoar we counted 895 contributors against more than 1,500 this 
year. About all we can say is the biggest thanks we know how. Of the 
total, $3,358.25 came from 481 Muhlenberg men in the armed forces and 
to them we say a double thanks. All of us are mighty proud of the job 
Muhlenberg alumni have done. 

Our good old friend Johnny Wagner-- we mean Lieutenant Wagner-- 
spent a few days in Allentown this week enroute to his now station at 
Bainbridgo, Md. Ho reminded us to once again send his best to all of 
you fellows. John is the fellow who started writing these letters to 
you when there were about 200 Muhlenberg men in the armed forces and 
he’s the one who is going to be your alumni secretary just as soon as 
he lays aside the blue uniform with the two gold stripes on the sleeve. 
Incidentally, that dieting ho did to get his first uniform has dis¬ 
appeared—and how. 

When the MUHLENBERG VICTORY goes to sea in a fow more weeks, it 
will carry in its ward room a fine water color showing our namesake. 
Major General John Peter Gabriel Muhlenberg, as he threw off his cleri¬ 
cal gown to fight in the American Revolution. The painting was done bj 
Helen Horn, wife of the Doan, and it is a dandy. Here's hoping some oi 
you fellows will get a chance to ride on the MUHLENBERG VICTORY when it 
starts bringing troops home from war. 

The other night the Faculty had a little part for Dr. Fritsch, Dr. 
Wright, Dr. Reichard, and Prof. Seaman who are retiring. The four men 
made interesting little informal speeches in which they recalled many 
anecdotes from their long years of service. They’ll all be around, we 
hope for a good long time to come. Prof. Seaman, however, is planning 
to reside permanently in Florida and hopes to get away before winter 
sets in. 
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It is with the deepest regret that we once again must pass along 
the word that another gold 3tar—the twenty-third--has been added to 
our service flag. LIEUTENANT RALPH LENTZ ’44, reported missing over 
Germany on January 23, has been confirmed as having been killed in 
action. Lt. Lentz, a radar observer or group navigator on a B-17 
Flying Fortress, was shot down while on a bombing mission to Neuss, 
Germany. He had participated in 25 missions and had the Air Medal with 
three Oak Loaf clusters. 

Word also has come to us that SERGEANT WILLIAM A. PIEPER *46, who 
was serving with 785th Bomb Squadron, has been missing in action since 
April 5, when his plane was shot down over Germany. 

On the other side of the ledger wo have had our usual number of 
visitors. LT. ALLAN MAKI ’44, just back from Europe after having been 
reported as missing in action, came back to tho campus last week. It 
happened to be a day on which I had to bo away from the office. I had 
been looking forward to that visit and am sorry I had to miss it. 

Here's hoping he comes back again. Meanwhile, he saw Haps and some of 
his other friends and from all reports he looks and is swell. 

We were here, however, when SGT. TUSS BECKER ’43, fresh from 
India, made his return trip. Believe it or not, but he’s bigger and 
better than over and raring for at least one more year of football 
after he can lay aside his uniform. 

S/SGT. HOWARD KEIPER ’45, who met v/ith a serious training acci¬ 
dent some months ago after his return from service with the Army Air 
Forces over Europe, also came back this week and is looking tops. 

This seems to have been our week to miss people and we missed him too, 
but Haps again took care of him and gave us the report. We did manage 
to see LT. SAMUEL W. MILLER ’27. Sam has been serving v/ith a Carrier 
Air Group on one of tho biggest carriers since February 1943 and took 
part in the bombing of Japanese cities and in tho battles for Iwo Jima 
and Okinav/a. 

According to the newspapers, LT.COL. LEE ISRAELL *33 was awarded 
the Bronze Star for his exceptional service in the Battle of the 
Rhine Valley. 

And now it’s time to hit into tho mail bag again because, as tho 
result of heavy pressure in the mimeograph room, v/e may again have to 
reduce this letter to throe pages—v/o hope not--but maybe. 

A sign that the war has shifted is our mail which, for the most 
part, comes from Pacific islands and waters. F/o GEORGE R. HOOD »46 
has joined the boys on Guam and v/rote to us on July 8, just as his 
19th mission v/as coming up. He’s one of the boys who is making poss¬ 
ible those raids on Japan that have all of us cheering. CAPT. BOB 
ALBEE ’42, according to the latest word, started for tho Okinav/a push 
but broke his leg enroute and now is in a hospital in Hawaii. He ex¬ 
pects to be home in a few months. Bob, you may recall, was one of the 
first of our men to go into the Pacific with the Marines. MYRON KABO, 
’42, who is a pharmacist mate second class, expects to spend six more 
months on the same island base in the Pacific. 

GORDON TREISBACH ’37 has picked up some Jap war goods for us on 
Okinav/a and we're looking forward to receiving them before too long 
for that growing collection of ours. We’re not sure about it, but we 
suspect that T/SGT NOBLE FISTER ’39 is on Okinawa and we’re hoping-- 
just because he happens to be our kid brother and the proud papa of a 
brand now baby boy--that he’ll meet up v/ith some of the other Mules 
who are kicking around out there. 

LT. KENNETH P. BACHMAN ’39 got another new assignment and a half 
stripe out in Pacific waters. CPL. IVAN HANDWERK ’39, armed with some 
addresses wc were able to supply, is on the prowl in the Pacific with 
both eyes focused for Muhlenberg men. 

During 57 days on Okinav/a, PFC. LLOYD ESSLINGER '47 says he learn¬ 
ed that prayers arc answered, for he got off v/ith an arm wound that 
wasn’t too serious. He reports that SGT. HENRY PUJAT, who was with 
our Marino unit at Muhlenberg, also was wounded and that's confirmed b; 
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oho of Pujat's colleagues on tho campus, SGT. FRANCIS D. HOWELLS, who 
is on another Pacific island base, Esslinger met Pujat in an evacu¬ 
ation hospital, 

ENSIGN BOB HALDEMAN *44, aboard ship in the Pacific, is looking 
forward to getting in touch with his former roommate, AL ZUZZIO, who, 
according to our address roster is at the Army Air Field at Coffcy- 
ville, Kansas. In the Pacific with tho Coast Guard, ENSIGN ARTHUR 
TAYLOR ’44 is keeping his eyes open for Muhlenberg men, particularly 
for BLAIR ICRIMMEL »43 and JACK CLIFFORD «43. LT. JIM KILPATRICK >33, 
who headed out to action again after a leave at home this Spring, had 
another visit with his old classmates. Bon Watson, when he hit Hawaii. 
Remember how much DICK ERB ’46 enjoyed his first boat ride on tho 
Pacific. Well, ho takes it all back now. Until his most recent trip 
ho didn't realise it was possible to spend so many days on water. 

He's on an island in the Western Pacific--but that's about all he can 
tell us. Your guess is as good as ours and perhaps some of you men 
who arc in the Pacific can hit it on the nose. 

Down on tho Admiralties Sk2/c HARLAND LEELAND '45 is having quite 
a time for himself. In the daytime ho is editor-in-chief of a daily 
nows sheet and associate editor of a weekly newspaper. At night he 
broadcasts at tho Naval Base theatre, presenting an evening news sum¬ 
mary. He illustrates his evening talks with specially drawn war maps 
that arc flashed on the screen. Seventh Fleet Headquarters sent a man 
to the theatre to soo how tho summaries are presented and Looland is 
justifiably proud. BRUCE HANDELONG '45, a seaman first class since he 
loft his medical studies at Muhlenberg, is serving aboard a destroyer 
in the Western Pacific. From the New Hebrides, RONNIE SHORE of V-12 
fame reports that he is still looking forward to tho pleasure of 
running into some of his old buddies. 

Two letters arc here from tho Philippines--tho one from LT. RAY F. 
WAHL '34 and the other from CAPT. VALENTINE BURKHAUSER '38. Wahl has 
the assignment to write tho medical history for the Eighth Army and is 
in the headquarters of that outfit. Burkhauser, who has been on 
Uncle Sam's payroll for a little over three years, has boon with tho 
11th Airborne Division since it was activated. Ho is a parachute en¬ 
gineer officer with his own company of pick and shovel exports. Since 
going overseas he existed on Now Guinea, slid through Leyto, and fin¬ 
ally came to rest on Luzon. 

We'11 have to switch theatres now to get the news from Europe. 

LT. KEN DINGER '35 was stationed in Halle before ho got a new address— 
also in Germany—a few weeks ago. When ho received the Bronze Star, he 
increased his point total to 80. CPL. DON MELCHER '47 also is in Ger¬ 
many with tho Army of Occupation. He got into some rough business 
along the Siegfried Line, was in on tho crossing of the Rhine, and wont 
through Nurcnberg, Munich, Borchtcsgadcn and finally arrived in Salz¬ 
burg, Austria when tho war ended. Now he is in Bad Wildnungon, living 
in a fine old mansion. 

WILLIAM C. KECK *43, flight engineer on a C-47 of the 51st Troop 
Carrier Squadron based in Italy, has been promoted to tho rank of 
staff sergeant. He has piled up more than 200 hours of flying time 
and has flown on five combat missions. His European Theatre Ribbon 
has stars for the Southern France, Balkans, and Northern Italian cam¬ 
paigns. SGT. MORTY 3HER »36 is having the time of his life in Paris 
and says ho has an ideal spot for a real reunion. There's one hero too 
Morty, at 24th and Chew Streets. 

Two of the boys who have boon shore based have gone to sea—LT. 

(jg) FRED BOWMAN '44 and ENSIGN LEROY ZIEGENFUSS »44. Both arc in the 
Atlantic, Ziegonfuss on a heavy cruiser of tho Atlantic Floet. SGT. 

ED MINNER '43 is keeping busy at Trinidad. He's helping to transfer 
American troops from Europe to the States by air. On tho trip over he * 
met LT. DON MACK '45 and JIM FRANKLIN '41 and while in Trinidad had a 
chance to visit with LT. DICK SAMPSON '44. 

From the China-Burma-India theatre comes word from CAPT. RUSSELL 
DERR '36 and SGT. HAROLD HELFRICH '44. Derr got to China by flying 
tho Hump and is now in the theatre surgeon's office concerned with VD 
Control work. At tho Lutheran Service Center near tho base, he says. 
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rank is forgotten and everyone becomes a member of one big happy fam¬ 
ily. Hclfrich, who is stationed about an hour from Calcutta, is stick¬ 
ing his chest out because WACS have boon assigned to his outfit. One 
of them ha 3 a desk adjoining his. He hopes to come homo this fall, bu- 
expects to return to India for another year or so. 

T/5 JULIUS BRICKER ’36, who served in the Asiatic-Pacific theatre 
on Guam, Lcy.to, Toki Shima, Lo Shima, and Okinawa has been admitted 
to the Moore General hospital in Sv/annanoa, N. C. He has been in the 
Army since May 1942. In the Asiatic-Pacific theatre ho served with 
the Infantry and received the Combat Infantryman's badge. 

S/SGT. WELLACE EBERTS »43 is among the men of the division head¬ 
quarters of the 100th Division who has* continued in sorvico with the 
unit after serving with the division during its six months of opera¬ 
tions in France and Germany. Ho joined the outfit last November in 
the Vosges mountains and wound up meeting the French forces at Stutt¬ 
gart just before the end of the war in Europe. 

Wo just picked up another batch of assorted mail from a file and 
here's a bit of the news. Since joining his new unit after receiving 
his commission, LT. FRANK FELTMAN *42 has been at a rest camp in the 
Alps and in Paris. His letter was datclinod Nuronborg, Germany. CAPT. 
CARL PROEHL '39 writes from the Headquarters of the Fourth Marino Div¬ 
ision to say that he is still at a rest base and that while he can't 
boast about his golf and tennis prowess, he sure does enjoy both games. 
EDWARD H. MILLER *37, athletic specialist with the Navy, writes from 
the Philippines to say that the chow and living conditions arc good. 
He's in charge of a part of the recreational program. PhMl/c JACK 
DOOLIN '55 is keeping busy somewhere in the Pacific, but hopes and be¬ 
lieves the show may be over before too long. Anyway, the nows is good 

LT. HARRY STRAUSS '40 is still in Italy and is stationed at a 
camp where ho is helping to handle men on their way back to the States, 
He's ready to join them any time the word comes through. CHAPLAIN 
JOHN MILLER '32 is still seeing Italy and recently returned from a 
visit to that picturesque place familio.r to students of Gorman, the 
Isle of Capri. AMM3/c JOHN MORE '45 found that his plane didn't float 
when he flow across to his Pacific base. He also discovered that he 
couldn't drink the Pacific dry, but ho reports that he has a new plane 
now and that everything is fine. If Harold Hclfrich doesn't answer 
More's letter soon, there should be come real fun at the Victory Re¬ 
union. PFC. NIMSON ROBERTS '33 has had his own share in helping to 
win the battles on the Philippines and at Okinawa where ho is now 
stationed. 

That last paragraph was just about enough to end any digest of 
correspondencc--so here goes with the promotions: LIEUTENANT (jg) 
MAURICE SCHMOYER »42; MAJOR MALCOLM PARKER »35; SEAMAN FIRST CLASS 
JAMES A. GLAAB '44; CAPTAIN JEROME B. HOFFMAN '41; ENSIGN JOHN M. 
McKINNEY '44; LIEUTENANT (jg) FREDERICK BOWMAN '44; SECOND LIEUTENANT 
HOWARD G. BLANK '44; H.A.l/c RICHARD L. PETERS »45; LIEUTENANT WILLIAM 
D. MILLER '30; PhM2/c MYRON KABO '42; ENSIGN EDGAR HOFFNER '44; CAPTAIN 
VALENTINE BURKHAUSER »38; LIEUTENANT KENNETH BACHMAN »39; SEAMAN FIRST 
CLASS JOHN MacGREGOR »44; ENSIGN LESTER ZSTTY »43; LIEUTENANT (jg) AL¬ 
BERT SWANK '29; LIEUTENANT SAMUEL COOPERMAN '33; SEAMAN FIRST CLASS 
WILLIAM SCHMIDT »44; STAFF SERGEANT WILLIAM KECK »43; FIREMAN FIRST 
CLASS HAROLD JOHNSON '44; MAJOR GRANT BROWN '37; LIEUTENANT (jg) 

RICHARD BAUREITHSL »43; SERGEANT WILLIAM NIXON »33; CORPORAL DONALD 
MELCHER '47; and CORPORAL CHARLES E. DAVIS *45. 

Well, that's the end of the story for this week. Again, wo 
haven't been able to cover all the correspondence and have had to limit 
ourselves to the nail from overseas. You fellows keep on writing and 
what doesn't appear here will crash the Alumni Magazine. We'll be 
getting on that early next week. Yes, wo know we are late. Lots of 
luck to you—and here's to a Victory Reunion SOON. 


Sincerely, 



